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Lister Wilson’s County Councillor’s Notes – January 2010
Sent to the Cambourne Crier but not published
First of all a Happy New Year to everyone in Bourn, Cambourne and Caxton.

2009 was an election year – this time for the County Council. I would like to thank everyone who voted for me and to acknowledge a good, clean campaign by my opponents. I would especially mention my Labour opposite number, Mark Hurn, for whom I have the highest regard as a man of complete integrity.

As I visited people on the doorsteps, there was one topic on everyone’s agenda – MPs expenses. Many were obviously angry that some MPs had taken their expenses claims to eye-watering levels, billing the taxpayer for trivial items, porn, expensive luxuries and mortgages which didn’t exist. This was not just a gravy train but a second income for the same job. As a local politician my experience was shared by many of the others. We were the opportunity for people to express their frustration. In some cases, it was futile to explain that Local Members are part-timers who have no possibility of dodgy expenses-claims. So I would like to put this misunderstanding to rest: we can claim for travel to Shire Hall and to official meetings elsewhere; we can claim car-mileage even if we arrive on a bicycle; and we can claim half the mileage-allowance of any fellow-member or officer if we give them a lift. We can also claim for meals. Let me state that I always claim for travel but never claim for lunch, dinner and so on. If I couldn’t claim for travel, then certain trips wouldn’t take place, as I tried to economise, and I don’t claim for meals because I’d have to pay for them anyway.
We cannot claim for journeys to Parish Council meetings, Governors’ meetings or for visiting constituents to discuss how to help them best. We also get an allowance of £10 a month towards broadband costs. How does that compare with MPs claims for moat-cleaning, floating duck houses and  phantom mortgages? It was the hardest election I’ve ever contested and I know why. I am still processing the Village Survey results and they will be the topic in the next Notes. Thanks to the many of you who sent them back and especially to those who made detailed recommendations. As usual, I will respond personally to all those who left their contact details.
….and some other Rules
Councillors are governed by a Code of Conduct and several Acts of Parliament which seek to control what they say. The rôle of a County Councillor adds weight to the words of someone holding that position and so some care has to be taken when saying or printing anything public. I also see the rôle as someone who is able to speak for those he or she represents, fearlessly and without favour, because many do not have the same access to the press or to the machinery of getting things done.
Since 1997, anyone’s ability to express themselves has been sharply weakened by the rise of ‘political correctness’.  If our sensibilities have been trampled upon – meaning that someone has said something which we find annoying or offensive or just wrong – then we want immediate redress and the punishment of the offender through the offices of any one of the 529 quangos
 set up to provide such redress. And it diminishes the freedom of speech and thought. Councillors are policed by a shady quango – the Standards Board for England. A County Council now has a statutory duty to employ a Lead Officer to police 18 local, national or supranational guidelines, by-laws or regulations, for example: United Nations Rights of the Child (1990), the European Human Rights Act (1998), the Learning & Skills Act (2000), the Children’s Act, the Sexual Orientation and Religion and Belief Discrimination Regulations (2003), the Race Relations Amendment Act (2000) and 12 more.

But this is no accident. It has been deliberate Government policy and it’s expensive. We as a Council are facing the lowest Government Grant settlement of any Authority – a rise of just 2.2%. The average is 4.4% so you may draw your own conclusions as to who’s got much more than that to make the figures work. It’s the so-called Barnet Formula which effectively transfers large amounts of money from those who earn it to those who spend it. Cambridgeshire is now the engine of growth in the UK but we will see little benefit as so much is siphoned-off to sustain the rest. The low settlement will affect the size of any rise in Council Tax because we must still balance the budget.
We can trace the rise of political correctness to the collapse of Soviet Communism in 1989
. Up to that time, the Labour Party was heavily influenced by the Communist Party (including Jack Straw the present Justice Secretary) or were members of it (Peter, now Lord, Mandelson). The most influential Union in the Party was the Transport and General Workers Union (T&G) which gave its leader, Jack Jones (a Russian Secret Service Agent) and his deputy Alec Kitson control over safe Labour seats in Parliament. One of Jones’s brightest protégés was Gordon Brown and it was Kitson who gave Brown his first and only safe seat – Dunfermline East. Neil Kinnock, Tony Blair, Margaret Becket, Harriet Harman & John Reid, were all T&G people who made their Labour Party careers thanks to the Union’s backing. 

Many of New Labour’s characteristics – its deep suspicion of outsiders, its in-built hostility to democratic debate, its secrecy, its faith in bureaucracy, its embedded preference for striking deals away from the public eye, and its ruthless reliance on a small group of trusted activists – result from the early Communist Party training of Mandelson and others.

The collapse of the Berlin Wall in 1989 and with it Soviet Communism, was an ideological earthquake for extreme left-wingers. Soviet Communism, some will remember, was the sort of government so controlling that border guards shot people trying to escape from it. So what was left in the ashes of this bonfire of economic failure?
It is the politics of gender, sexuality, life-style and rights, rights, rights. In the UK the ringmasters are the Equality and Human Rights Commission – the rebranded Race Relations Board – which costs £51 million a year to run. It must be a high-profile casualty for any Government wanting to save money. They also promote ‘positive discrimination’- abused when second-rate candidates get  favoured above the best because they’ve got some cause. I’ve yet to meet anyone who succeeded in this way and was proud of it.
……global warming, climate change and a new opiate of the masses
I write this as a fanatical re-cycler, ever since my Dad (who knew wartime austerity first-hand) taught me to straighten nails and re-use them. We, as a Council, have a commitment to reducing our ‘carbon footprint’ and why not? We also try to find better ways of working which save energy, including less car-use. But this is also an imposed agenda, again traceable to Labour’s dark history. The Left found in global warming, an appealing new anti-capitalist cause, and when EU governments and US Democrats adopted ‘fighting climate change’ as the badge of environmental solidarity, they were able to silence dissent and seduce or bully the media on a scale hitherto seen only in ideological or religious regimes. Only last month, a judge decided that one man’s belief in global warming was akin to a religious conviction and that his views were to be respected no matter how ludicrous they might be.

In contrast, amongst the climate change dissenters are many of the world’s leading climatologists, geologists, physicists, meteorologists and statisticians. But they have not networked effectively. They have had little money and no lobbying power compared with the alarmist non-governmental organisations, researchers, government departments and profiteers funded by taxpayers or investors. Even scientific research is compromised because preferment, careers and funding now depend heavily on state favour. The shambles of the recent Copenhagen Summit deprived the Government here of an excuse for new taxes on energy. We should at least be grateful for that.

….. and finally….
Just when you thought Congestion Charging in Cambridge was no longer a threat, the Agenda has been re-shaped and delayed. We will now not have to make a decision until 2017. Then we’ll take another look at whether there’s congestion or not. I remain convinced this is absolutely wrong and voted against it in Council. That didn’t help because most of the Councillors voted the other way. 
Which brings me back to last June’s County election. The Lib-Dems are fully behind Congestion Charging and I need someone to explain to me why so many people in Bourn and Cambourne voted for them. After all, 81% of the residents drive to Cambridge every day and I can’t believe they’d willingly part with another £1,000 a year in taxes.

Happy New Year

Lister Wilson

County Councillor for Bourn, Cambourne and Caxton
� Quasi-autonomous non-Governmental Organisations


� Much of what follows comes from the diaries of Jack Jones’s former Russian ‘handler’ who  


  now lives in the West.








PAGE  
2

