County Councillor's Notes - November 2011
Infrastructure and all that
Developers and others have submitted plans for new house and estate building around Bourn, Cambourne and Caxton. These are called: Strategic Housing Land Availability Sites and the document can be downloaded from: www.scambs.gov.uk .
What is of interest to us is the sheer size of projected house-building schemes right on the doorstep. There are 4 major Applications. It is planned to build 3,000 houses on Bourn Airfield, 2,500 in Elsworth and Knapwell across the A428, and another 3,000 on the land between Cambourne and Caxton. The fourth scheme, Elsworth alone has no total but it will be around 3,320. I should stress here that these are drawing-board Applications and may not all be granted or granted in full. Let's do some arithmetic - if the whole lot were to be accepted, it is 12,280 new homes. Add to this Cambourne's total (before the new 950 homes were approved this year) and you get 15,580. Then with the Upper Cambourne permission for 950, the total rises to 16,530.
Note that this sees no increase in the main road network but it translates to an extra 25,000 cars. It sees no increase in rainfall in the driest part of the UK where water supply is becoming scarce. Let us not forget that these additional houses will produce at least another 33,000 children. The outgoing Labour Government took a cavalier disregard of the need for enlargement of roads, water supply, commuter networks, parking, electricity supply and so on which support more people. The consequences are traffic jams into and out of Cambridge every day, no spare parking places at St. Neots, Huntingdon or Royston stations after 8 am and crowded trains, buses and city-centre pavements. We may also ask where such large numbers of people are going to work.
I met with the Developers of Bourn Airfield some time ago. Their initial concept was a large housing estate on the edge of Cambourne which could "piggy back" on the shops and community facilities there. I insisted that this was a non-starter and that any village on Bourn Airfield must be self-contained. So they went back to their plans and this is what we will be offered. I also met with the Developers of Elsworth-Knapwell who were told the same thing. That leaves the land to the west of Cambourne which is planned to take an expansion the same size as the original plans for Cambourne itself. Given the present busy traffic flow along School Lane, a development on this edge of Cambourne can only bring even more trips to the centre of the village unless it is designed with a hub of its own, containing enough shops and community facilities to be self-sufficient. I'd be happy to discuss this with anyone who disagrees with me. Let me put the case simply: if all these developments go ahead, we will have in Bourn, Cambourne and Caxton, a town the present size of Hitchin and as big as Cambridge City was in 1920.
The squeeze at Shire Hall continues

We have decided not to replace the post of Director of Adult and Community Services after all. The Directorate was left leaderless by the sudden and untimely death of Rod Craig (whom I had been involved in appointing only two years ago). Rod will be much missed by Officers and Councillors alike for his considerable ability and ready wit. He leaves a wife and two young children. There has been a reshuffle of key officers and this allows a significant saving.
On the subject of money, I seconded a motion calling on the Council to cut Councillors' Allowances by 5%. We were making over 400 people redundant and cutting back on Adult Social Care and Libraries, for example. It seemed to me that we must show fellow-feeling with those affected but it was voted down by the Conservative Group and the Lib-Dems. By the time you read this, the Council will have been asked to increase our Allowances by £1,890 and much more for Cabinet members. I will be voting against.

Doing my job

As your County Councillor my first priority is to represent you and get the best for the people who elected me. Recently, the Standards Board was used to bring a case against me for doing just this. You might think that this Body is there to maintain standards but it is used as a platform to silence Councillors and threaten them. Their case against me started with my asking South Cambridgeshire District Council's Planning Committee to refuse a Planning Application which would have damaged the quality of life of some already vulnerable people. 

Those who know me will not be surprised that I refused to apologise for this because I'm not going to be intimidated and I was right. Here are some quotes about me which have come out of the case:
"Anyone with less moral courage would simply have backed down" (Conservative Councillor)

An "outspoken Councillor". (Cambridge Evening News)
"Intimidating" (Investigating officer's Report to the Standards Board)

"Anyone who knows you, knows that you have no selfish motives at all". (Labour Councillor)

Finally, in the fall-out from MPs fiddling their expenses and their drop in public esteem: "There's never been a better time to be accused of integrity." (Conservative Councillor)
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