"Something rotten in the State of Denmark" (Hamlet)

Some of you will have read in the Cambridge News that I have been suspended from the Conservative Group for 6 months. This is not true. I have volunteered to take a 6 month suspension resulting from an issue which divided the Group. 

Briefly, I asked some members of South Cambridgeshire's Planning Committee for their support in opposing a planning application for a Children's Nursery in Gamlingay. In doing this I was well outside my rôle as a County Councillor for Bourn, Cambourne and Caxton but I knew the family which was likely to suffer if this permission went ahead. In fact the Application was faulty on other grounds as well, all listed by the District Council's own officer. In spite of its failings and my request, the Planning Committee approved the Nursery. That's the background.
It is now public knowledge that I sent my views to members of the Planning Committee in an e-mail which was then leaked to the Cambridge News. You may rightly guess that I had no intention of it being broadcast. I know 4 members of the Planning Committee quite well but not the others so I told them I was the County Councillor for Bourn, and that I was operating outside my "patch". I also told them of some woeful experiences I had when I was a Councillor for Gamlingay in 2002 and I didn't flatter the then Parish Council, nor its then District Councillor who now represents them at County. In taking this action I was driven by high-minded motives to give a voice to the family affected, who are quite vulnerable, and whom I judged would not be fairly represented by anyone on the Planning Committee. My fears were well justified because this is exactly what happened.
I am guided by a sense of fairness and justice which is not very different from that of my 3 year old grandson, even though I've had more life experience. But the fall-out from my support for this family has resulted in a one-sided treatment in the Cambridge News and a 2 hour meeting of the Conservative Group at Shire Hall. The Group was divided on what to do because I have a lot of supporters amongst fellow Councillors and even those who oppose me did so with good grace. So I offered to take a suspension to end the matter. Be assured, this will make no difference to my work as your County Councillor.
Finally, I would like to make this point: I have not fiddled my expenses, nor bribed or threatened anyone or been caught doing 190 mph on the A14. Neither have I proposed a Congestion Charge for Cambridge (I successfully led the opposition to it), nor proposed the Guided Bus (now exposing Cambridgeshire Taxpayers to a bill of £55 million and rising), nor have I meddled in appointing officers. Yet I have also been reported to the Standards Board for "inappropriate lobbying" even though lobbying Planning Committees goes on everywhere and professional Planners make a good living out of doing it. An on-line comment to the Cambridge News article from "Cliff Hanger" asks, "Will he learn?". Well Cliff Hanger, if you now expect me to stop protecting the weak from the strong and the vulnerable from the ruthless, and to feel intimidated by the soon-to-be-abolished Standards Board, the answer is "No".
Happy Christmas
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