The Editor
Cambridge News

Milton

Cambridge

29th. July 2009

Re: Travellers in Cambourne

Dear Paul
I need to balance the article in Tuesday’s Cambridge News headed “Gypsy sites will hit house prices”, before I’m targeted by the Travelling community for misrepresenting them.

As Chairman of the Health Scrutiny Committee at Cambridgeshire County Council for the last two years, I was increasingly drawn to the huge difference in health and life expectancy between the settled population and the Travellers. This was a theme of my original article which contained such facts as very high infant mortality (up to twenty times that of the settled population), astonishingly low life expectancy – around 35 years shorter, and health needs which go with that life style.
In Cambourne we already have settled Traveller families. Indeed this is the pattern we would welcome for any more and the Parish Council has said so. Housing, I contend, is the most basic right in a contented population. With permanent housing goes a near doubling of life-expectancy, a good education for good jobs and all one’s children surviving. So I wonder why Travellers continue to travel when the disadvantages seem so clear.
My article listed nine breaches of the law, all traced to some Travellers and all featured at some time in the last 5 years in the Cambridge News. I did not make any accusations at all but others drew their own conclusions like Basil Burton of the Romany Rights Association and my colleague Councillor Kindersley. I wonder if either of them read what I wrote. The jobs market is collapsing for everyone but it’s especially hard for Travellers as their traditional employment is overtaken by machinery or immigrant workers.
I know settled Travellers, I have bought their services and even employed them. So let’s be very clear about this – life in even a luxury caravan has more drawbacks than living in a house. I know because I’ve done my homework. Welcome to a place of your own in Cambourne and a brighter future.
Yours sincerely

Lister Wilson
County Councillor for the Bourn Division

Cambridgeshire County Council

